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of Westminster Abbey with a strange echo in the minds of
many hearers among the crowd who were assured that, judged
by this infallible criterion, Brahmanism was dead, and who may
have asked themselves how many religions could stand such a
test of vitality. Brahmanism, at any rate, has at this moment
many prophets and champions; it has no martyrs because the
British Government not only refuses obstinately to persecute
any one, or to let any one persecute his neighbour, but absolutely
puts down self-immolation as a public nuisance. Our police drag
people from under Jagannath's car, and fine the whole town-
ship if a man kills or mutilates himself.- Human sacrifices are
still perpetrated under the cloaks of mysterious unaccountable
murders; and there would be plenty of martyrdom if the
Magistrates would wink at it, but they do not. As for cham-
pions, the Kookas belong to our own day and have sealed their
testimony; and there are thousands of tall Kajpqts who would
like nothing better than to take up sword and buckler in de-
fence of their patron divinity if exposed to insult, or of any
other sacred institution. The prophets and inspired teachers
of purified Brahmanism are very numerous ; the saints and
semi-divine personages still arppear; so that, although orthodox
Brahmanism. may not deserve credit for all these movements, yet
any one who surveys India must acknowledge that Brahmanism,
tried by this criterion, is decidedly alive.

Now I have thought that it might be worth while thus to
enlarge upon what seems to me to be the very premature inter-
ment of Brahmanism in West-minster Abbey; because there is
no country in the world which can bear comparison with India
for the study of that science of religion which* the Lecturer
announced. No other country contains three great historic
religions (of which two are on a vast scale)* and has propa-
gated a fourth, the largest of all. Therefore it is probable
that on the plains of India, if anywhere in Asia, will bo fought
out that decisive battle of creeds for the dominion of the world
which the Xiecture predicts* "When, therefore, we are told that
Brahmaalsm, which holds these plains in force and strong
&rray, is dead, &nd thai the decisive struggle lies between **the
tbree asissionary religions, Buddhism, Mahomedanism, and